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members of the family. In olden times this
animal was worshiped by the Egyptians,
who preserved the bodies of crocodiles with
almost as great care as the bodies of human
beings. The natives of Southern Asia and
the Moluccas fear the species common there,
because of its fondness for human flesh.
The skin and flesh of the crocodiles form
articles of commerce of considerable impor-
tance, the tough skin making a durable and
valuable leather. See alligator; gavial.
Crocodile Bird, a bird of the plover fam-
ily, found in the Nile Valley, so called be-
cause it has the habit of running over the
bodies of crocodiles in search of food. The
birds feed on insects and shellfish which cling
to the sides of the crocodiles, and they even
take parasites and bits of food from their
lips and gums.
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CEOCUS, kro'kus, a genus of plants of
the Iris family, one of the most common
ornaments of spring gardens. Most of the
species are natives of the
south of Europe and Asia
Minor, and three grow wild
in Britain. The early
spring flowers appear as
soon as the snow has left
the ground, even before
their leaves. They are of
a great variety of colors,
and unless the winters are
very cold, will grow from
year to year.
CROCUS
CEOESUS, kree'sus, the
last king of Lydia, who
lived in the sixth cen-
tury b. c. His riches,
obtained chiefly from
mines and the gold
dust of the River
Paetolus, were greater than those of any king
before him, so that his wealth became prover-
bial. After a reign of fourteen years his em-
pire fell to the possession of Persia.
OEOIX DE GUERRE, Jcrawh de gare, the
French for "cross of war," is the name of a
French military decoration instituted by law
of April 8, 1915. The Croix de Guerre is
made of Florentine bronze. It consists of
four branches, among which are two crossed
swords. On the reverse side the center
represents a head of the republic bearing a
Phrygian bonnet, ornamented by a laurel
crown on which is engraved "French Repub*
lie." On the other side is the inscription
 "1914r-1915, 1914-1916," etc.    The cross is-
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worn on the left side of (
the breast immediately i
after the Legion of i
Honor or the Military!
Medal, and is fastened to i
a green ribbon having a ;
red edge on each border:
and five red bands paral-
lel with the edges.
CROIX DE
GUERRE
This decoration was in-
stituted to commemorate,
from the beginning of the
World War, special acts
of bravery. It was con-
ferred on military men
of the armies on land or
sea, whether French or
foreigners, who obtained
certain citations for brav-
ery during the war
against Germany, Civilians and members of
the different military personnels also re-
ceived the cross if they obtained one of the
citations. Citations are distinguished in the
following way:
Army:  a  palm  of  bronze  in the form  of a
laurel branch.
Army Corps: a silver-gilt star.
Division: a silver star.
Brigade:   regiment   or   assimilated   unit,   a
bronze star.
Several citations obtained for various acts
of bravery are distinguished by the num-
ber of stars corresponding to their degree,
or by palms. The disposal of the palms be-
ing difficult on the ribbon when the number of
palms exceeds five, for the fifth palm a silver
palm replaces on the ribbon of the Croix de
Guerre the five bronze palms. When the
citation was given to a corps the Croix de
Guerre was attached to the flag or standards
of the corps.
CEOMWELL, oliver (1599-1658), one
of the great characters in English history,
the leading figure in the revolution that de-
throned Charles I. Cromwell was born at
Huntingdon and educated at Sidney-Sussex
College, Cambridge. He married Elizabeth,
daughter of Sir James Bourehier, and for
some years after his marriage he lived on his
estate in Huntingdon. In 1628 he was mem-
ber of Parliament, but he seems to have made
no pronounced impression on that body at
that time. In 1631 he went with his family
to a farm which he had taken at Saint IvesJ
and some years later he removed to Ely.'

